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          Newsletter 

Sunday 30th November 2025 

Advent 1 
 
 

 
8.00am                Holy Communion (BCP)  

Celebrant & Preacher:  Canon Angus Aagaard 
Service begins in the Book of Common Prayer on page 294 and readings on 

page 87. 
 
10.30am Choral Eucharist and Sunday School 

(Boys’, Girls’ and Men’s Voices) 
also on Facebook & YouTube 

Each Sunday morning’s service sheet is uploaded on the preceding Friday. 
Celebrant: Canon Angus Aagaard 
Preacher: Alex Matheson 
Introit: The Matin Responsory  Palestrina 
Mass setting: Messe a deux chœurs et deux orgues  Widor 

Hymns: 5, 14, 465, 9 
Reading: Isaiah 2.1-5 – Noel Reeve 
Gospel: Matthew 24. 36-44 
Motet: A New Song  James MacMillan 
Organ voluntary: Fantasy on ‘Helmsley’  Leighton  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
This week we’ll be exploring what it really means for us to “be ready” for 
Christmas! 
 

Looking ahead to the Crib Service: if your children or indeed any visiting 
children might like a speaking part please speak with Suzette or Kirsteen at 
your earliest convenience. 

 

Refreshments will be served following the Service. 
 

 
5.30pm Advent Carol Service 

(Boys’, Girls’ and Men’s Voices) 
See special Order of Service 

 

This evening, instead of Choral Evensong, we are holding the Advent Carol 
Service – a service of music and readings exploring this often-overlooked 
time of year. A highlight of the year, the service begins at 5.30pm and all 
are warmly invited. 
 
 



MIDWEEK SERVICES 
Monday 1st December   9.30am  Morning Prayer (Dean’s Chapel) 
Tuesday 2nd December  9.30am  Morning Prayer (Dean’s Chapel) 

   4.30pm Evening Prayer (Dean’s Chapel) 
Wednesday 3rd December  9.30am Holy Communion (Regimental Chapel)  

5.30pm Choral Evensong (Nave) 
Thursday 4th December  9.30am  Morning Prayer (Dean’s Chapel) 
Friday 5th December   9.30am  Morning Prayer (Dean’s Chapel) 

5.30pm Choral Evensong (Nave) 
 

NEXT SUNDAY’S SERVICES  
8.00am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 
10.30am Choral Eucharist   5.30pm Choral Evensong 

 
PRAYERS FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL  
Patrick Carr, Carole Ellis, Claire Fisher, Harry Fox, Mary Greenhalgh, Joan 
Hall, Patricia Heaps, Geoffrey Holroyde, Claire Kime, Ed Meyer, Wendy 
Nelson, Luke Ryan, Chris Shilton. 
 
PRAYERS FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY DIED 
Jenny May, Celia Sykes, Mike Sykes. 
 

PASTORAL TEAM 
We are looking to develop our pastoral team and seek interest from 
congregational members who would like to be part of this team. If you have 
a pastoral heart and good listening, caring and sharing skills, then please 
prayerfully consider joining our team. You’ll need flexibility of time and 
potentially available at short notice for support - a phone call, home visit or 
shopping. If you are interested please contact Julie Blake on email: 
otservicesgb@gmail.com or 07831 810594. 
 
CLEANING UP THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS 

The next date for the Holy Dusters is Tuesday 16th December. Anyone 
wishing to join us for coffee, cake and light cleaning would be very welcome.  
We meet at 10.00am until 12.30pm. 
 
CTW PRAYER BREAKFAST 
The next CTW Prayer Breakfast will be hosted by Castle Hill Baptist Church 
next Saturday, 6th December, with prayers led by Warwick Methodist 
Church. Everyone welcome. For more information: www.ctwarwick.org.uk 
 

ENDING WITH A FIRST 
Our final recital of 2025 will be the first entry into the series by our Organ 
Scholar, Colin Lapus, as we approach the end of his first term in post with 
us. His programme for Friday 12th December encompasses music by Bach, 
Mendelssohn and Saint-Saëns, with a splash of Tchaikovsky that might just 
enliven the Christmas spirit ahead of the day itself!  The performance will be 
free to enter with a retiring collection and begins at 1.15pm. 
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BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE Sunday 14th December, 2:30 pm  
Christmas is often seen as a season of joy, family and laughter—but for 
many, it can feel lonely, painful or raw. However you are struggling you are 

not alone. We will hold space for every emotion: sadness; anger; longing; 
and hope - the hope we find in the birth of Christ. 
What to expect 
· Quiet reflection & music: Hymns and music, and space for personal prayer. 
· Readings & prayers: Words of comfort, solidarity and ancient promise 
spoken aloud. 
· Candle lighting ceremony: A moment to name our griefs, our fears—and 
our hopes. 
· Community & compassion: A space to meet others or simply sit in silence 

together. 
All, including children, are welcome. To maintain the peaceful atmosphere of 
the service, a creche is available. Pre-school children should be accompanied 
by an adult. Refreshments will be provided after the service. 
 
DA CAPO CHAMBER CHOIR – ’TIS THE SEASON 
Thursday 18th December at 7.30pm Start your Christmas with carols old and 
new and festive fare in a relaxed atmosphere. After 18 successful years, this 
will be Da Capo’s final performance. Table seating has now sold out; 
remaining seats are unreserved at the sides of the church. Tickets are £12 

adults, £6 under 16s, available from Mary Adams, dacapochoir.org.uk or St 
Mary's Shop. In aid of St Mary’s Church. 
 
FOOD PANTRY 
Thank you for your donations which are delivered to the Packmores Estate 
Food Pantry.  We are looking particularly for tinned fish (especially tuna), 
jars of pasta sauce, bags of sugar, washing up liquid and toilet rolls.  There 
have also been more requests for cat and dog food over the last few weeks.  
If you are able to include any of these in your shopping trolley that would be 

much appreciated. 
 
KNITTED/CROCHETED HEARTS 
After the Blue Christmas Service we will hand out beautiful hand knitted and 
crocheted palm-sized red hearts.  Sue Hughes and Julie Edwards have very 
kindly offered to knit/crochet some of these and we would like to encourage 
anyone who feels inclined to have a go.  We have a pattern to guide and 
some YouTube suggestions and if there are enough people interested we 
might arrange a short tutorial after church.  Please do speak to Suzette if 
you would like to know more. 

 
HAVE YOU THOUGH OF BEING CONFIRMED? 
Please let Fr Angus know if you would like to be confirmed as we will be 
running classes in 2026 for both adults and children. There is a sign-up 
sheet at the back of the church. 
 

https://dacapochoir.org.uk/.org.uk


CHOCOLATE COLLECTION 
If anyone is in a position to offer chocolate selection boxes for some of the 
130 children currently in refuge across Warwickshire, or indeed chocolates or 

toiletry gifts for their mothers please do speak to Suzette.  We are looking to 
support some of those children and their mothers in the four Women's 
Refuges in our county over Christmas.  If you are able to add chocolates or 
toiletries to your already generous Food Pantry groceries it would be very 
much appreciated. 
 
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL POP-UP CAFÉ 
The popular Pop-Up Cafe runs until Saturday 6th December (Wednesday 3rd 
December excluded).  If you could contribute by baking something (cakes, 

tray bakes, biscuits, mince pies, muffins) or could spare a few hours to help 
serve refreshments please contact Val King on 07880 728909 or 
01926497349; email:aandvking@gmail.com 

 
LIVESTREAMING 
Our 10.30am Sunday service is live streamed on Facebook and YouTube. 
Our Filming Privacy Notice is on the noticeboards and in the “Worship” 
section of our website. The south side of St Mary’s (by the font) is a zone for 
those wishing to avoid the cameras from our livestreaming.  
 

Please note that for legal, safeguarding and copyright reasons the taking of 

videos, photographs and recordings is not permitted during services. 
 

Canon Angus Aagaard, Rector 07810 646644 rector@stmaryswarwick.org.uk      
Canon Peter Holliday, Precentor  precentor@stmaryswarwick.org.uk 
The Revd Robin Griffiths, Curate 
Suzette Aagaard, Family and Community Engagement Minister  
 community@stmaryswarwick.org.uk  
Doreen Mills, Reader 

 

Director of Music: Oliver Hancock dofm@stmaryswarwick.org.uk  
 Assistant Director of Music: Mark Swinton adofm@stmaryswarwick.org.uk  

Organ Scholar: Colin Lapus 
 

 
Further information about St Mary’s, our life and ministry can be found on: 

Website: www.stmaryswarwick.org.uk; Facebook @StMarysWarwick 
Twitter @StMarysWarwick and @StMWarwickMusic 

YouTube https://www.youtube.com/c/CollegiateChurchofStMaryWarwick 
 

Parish Office: (01926) 403940 Option 1 
 

Clare Gould, Chief Operating Officer coo@stmaryswarwick.org.uk 

Suzie Vogiaridis, Operations Manager ops@stmaryswarwick.org.uk 
Kate Rist, Communications and Events Manager bookings@stmaryswarwick.org.uk 

Hugh Antrobus, Parish Safeguarding Officer safeguarding@stmaryswarwick.org.uk  
Nancy Priscott, Admin Assistant admin@stmaryswarwick.org.uk 
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