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	Winter Thoughts
One winter morning I awoke to see magnificent lines of frost stretching across my window panes.  They seemed to rise with the sunshine and the bitter cold outside.  They looked like little miracles that had been formed in the dark of the night.  I watched them in sheer amazement and marvelled that such beautiful forms could be born during such a winter-cold night.

Yet, as I pondered them I thought of how life is so like that.  We live our long, worn days in the shadows, in what often feels like barren, cold winter, so unaware of the miracles that are being created in our spirits.  It takes the sudden daylight, some unexpected surprise of life, to cause our gaze to look upon a simple, stunning growth that has happened quietly inside us.  Like frost designs on a winter window, they bring us beyond life's fragmentation and remind us that we are not nearly as lost as we thought we were, that all the time we thought we were dead inside, beautiful things were being born in us.
Joyce Rupp
…. and a very Happy new Year to you all from the Editor!!
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£6.50 for a year (6 editions), including postage. Please contact the Parish Office.
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE RECTORY
The 2020 Lent Addresses are ready to start in March, exploring the relationship between Christianity & Culture ahead of nearby Coventry’s exciting years as 2021 City of Culture. It will be a fascinating series:
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1st Mar
Christianity & a City of Culture: Hull 2017

Eli Wort
Tutor for Church Army and researcher into Christianity & culture
8th Mar
Christianity & Culture: Past & Present


Fergus Butler-Gallie
Priest & author of A Field Guide to the English Clergy (Oneworld 2018) & Priests de la Résistance (Oneworld 2019)
15th Mar
Christianity & Popular Culture


Rachel Mann
Canon of Manchester Cathedral, poet and author of Fierce Imaginings (DLT 2017) and A Kingdom of Love (Carcanet 2019)
22nd Mar
Christianity and Poetic Imagination


Malcolm Guite
Priest, poet, Chaplain at Girton College, Cambridge and author of After Prayer (Canterbury Press 2019) and Parable & Paradox (Canterbury Press 2016)
29th Mar
Christianity & a City of Culture: Coventry 2021

John Witcombe
Dean of Coventry and part of the Coventry 2021 team

Each Address is part of 5.30pm Choral Evensong, followed by a Q &A.
It’s a great series and I do hope you are able to come along

Vaughan
The Revd Vaughan Roberts
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THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS
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There is one Christmas Carol that has always baffled me. Have you ever wondered about THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS? What in the world do leaping lords, French hens, swimming swans, and especially the partridge who won't come out of the pear tree have to do with Christmas? Well now I’ve found out. 

From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to practice their faith openly. Someone during that era wrote this carol as a catechism song for young Catholics. It has two levels of meaning: the surface meaning plus a hidden meaning known only to members of their church. Each element in the carol has a code word for a Catholic reality, which the children could remember. 

· The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ. 

· Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments. 

· Three French hens stood for faith, hope, and love. 

· The four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

· The five golden rings recalled the Torah or law, the five books of the Old Testament. 

· The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation. 

· Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit: Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership, and Mercy. 

· The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes. 

· Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self Control. 

· The ten lords a-leaping were the Ten Commandments. 

· The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful disciples. 

· The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve points of belief in the Apostles' Creed. 
…… and now you know too!
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 FOUR SEASONS OF A TREE 
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There was a man who had four sons. He wanted his sons to learn to not judge things too quickly. So he sent them each on a quest, in turn, to go and look at a pear tree that was a great distance away. 

The first son went in the winter, the second in the spring, the third in summer, and the youngest son in the autumn. When they had all gone and come back, he called them together to describe what they had seen. 

The first son said that the tree was ugly, bent, and twisted. The second son said no - it was covered with green buds and full of promise. The third son disagreed, he said it was laden with blossoms that smelled so sweet and looked so beautiful, it was the most graceful thing he had ever seen. The last son disagreed with all of them; he said it was ripe and drooping with fruit, full of life and fulfilment. 

The man then explained to his sons that they were all right, because they had each seen but one season in the tree's life. 

He told them that you cannot judge a tree, or a person, by only one season, and that the essence of who they are - and the pleasure, joy, and love that come from that life - can only be measured at the end, when all the seasons are up. 

If you give up when it's winter, you will miss the promise of your spring, the beauty of your summer, fulfilment of your fall. Don't let the pain of one season destroy the joy of all the rest. 
**********************************************************
MIRACLE CURE

Doctor Sims came to see one of her patients in hospital. Louise had had major surgery to both of her hands. 'Doctor,' said Louise excitedly and dramatically holding up her heavily bandaged hands. 'Will I be able to play the piano when these bandages come off?' 'I don't see why not,' answered Doctor Sims. ‘That’s strange,’ says Louise. ‘I wasn’t able to play it before.’
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LEAMINGTON MUSIC WINTER SEASON RESUMES
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 The monthly concerts of early music put on by  Leamington Music in St Mary’s church resume on Tuesday 28 January when the Gonzaga Band will take the audience to Venice and back to the year 1629.  With music by Monteverdi, Castello, Grandi, Marini and Schutz, visiting from Dresden, do come and find out why it was such a special year.  With soprano Faye Newton, the director Jamie Savan and Helen Roberts play cornets, with Oliver Webber and Theresa Caudle on violins and Stephen Devine organ and harpsichord – a starry line-up indeed.
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Dame Emma Kirkby returns to St Mary’s on 18 February on her 70th birthday tour with her group Dowland Works, consisting of four young singers, two lutes and viola da gamba.  Dowland’s fame was spread all over the continent and he was surrounded by other talented composers who are in this programme – John Danyel, John Coprario and Angelo Notari.  It was a golden age indeed.
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 The season ends with the Orlando Consort giving its programme Guillaume de Machaut: Portrait of a Genius.  He lived 1300 to 1377 and was born and died in Reims.  His music is champagne itself, vintage stuff.  He was feted throughout Europe, which includes England, as his poetry inspired Chaucer.  This concert should round off a great season.
Tickets are available at the St Mary’s Gift Shop and at Visit Warwick at the Court House.  You can call 01926 334418 or go online on www.leamingtonmusic.org.
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HABARI ZA LEO?        WHAT’S THE NEWS?
Dirk Juttner reports on his annual visit to the African Sisters
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The Tanzanian government is really clamping down on all sorts of things.  Just to mention a few, all plastic bags are banned, and all financial transactions, including foreign  exchange,  must  be  accompanied  by  a  receipt on  government  watermarked paper. Banks exchange only US$, Euros and Pounds. Other currencies are handled in one of the few authorised exchange bureaus which offer very poor rates.   
What  affects  NGO’s  most,  especially  the  charity  work  of  churches,  is  the government  advice  to  use  the  new  facilities  they  have  provided,  such  as  the secondary schools they have built in most districts and the dispensaries in almost all villages.  This has a knock-on effect on the activities engaged in by the dioceses and the Sisters. People in the rural areas have little money due to a poor harvest. Thus some  of  them  who  would  prefer  to  use  medical  and  educational  facilities  with  a Christian  ethos  and  the  spiritual  support  of  the  Sisters  are  unable  to  pay  the  charge involved and go to government dispensaries and schools.   
There  are  big  infrastructure  projects  everywhere,  such  as  stretches  of  new roads often more than fifty miles long, new railway lines partly elevated, new airports and the revitalised national airline 'Tanzania Air' (nicknamed “Air Magafuli’ after the president).  Much of it is financed by China, though a large project has recently been rejected  as  the  government  has  woken  up  to  the  fact  that  the  Chinese  have  ulterior motives  in  helping Tanzania.  - The  president,  who  is  already  canvassing  for  his  re-election next year, is well liked by the poor but not by the rich, presumably because he has reduced corruption so dramatically. 
This  year  I  visited  the  country  again,  for  a  month  during  September  and October.    The  Sisters  and  all  our  friends  in  the  Diocese  of  Masasi  are  well  and enjoying life in their usual way, content with the little they have.  Perhaps we would also be happier with less clutter!!   Although things are moving forward very quickly in their attempt to catch up with the West, some things don’t work as intended. 
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For example, in trying to get a visa for my visit, which can only be done online now, I received not only mine but also one for a lady from Brazil!!    
Water is still a big problem in many areas, not only because of the population having doubled in the last 25 years, but also because climate change is bringing less rain.   Since much of the electricity in Tanzania is generated by hydro-electric power, as the water level in rivers and dams drops this in turn means that there is often no electricity, as was the case in Masasi on most days while I was there.   Solar panels help, but when there is no direct sun there is little power.  
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The  16  girls  at  the  Hostel  are  fine  -  a  happy  bunch,  very  thankful  for  the support we give them. They have formed a choir and sing at the Sisters main Service each Sunday, play basket ball in their spare time and work in their vegetable garden, feeding the chicken and are ready to help wherever it is needed, especially those who cannot pay the annual fee of £100 for their stay. We decided to support these orphans as  they  are  contributing  to  the  good  atmosphere  to  the  Hostel.    When  I  asked  the matron how things are going, she said to feed those hungry youngsters is a problem at times due to lack of funding.   The girls have not had any meat this year as it is too expensive, but they get an egg once a week.    The fridge we collected for during Lent, is a great blessing. They can now store the milk and eggs they sell to people who come every day to collect those.  
Quite a few of the Sisters are also studying, in colleges and secondary schools, as the need for further education is really the key to their future.  Much of their land in  Masasi  has  been  taken  away  for  future  housing  developments  and  the  status  has been changed   from ‘agricultural’ to ‘residential’.   This means that their reliance on agriculture  is  reduced  by  the  loss  of  land,  but  also  through  the  effects  of  climate change. More of them will have to work in public institutions like schools, hospitals and offices, which will be a great opportunity for mission as well as bringing in much needed income.   The girls' hostel and the nursery school in Masasi already provide opportunities  to  spread  the  Gospel  and  show  that  the  Sisters  are  active  in  the community, and not living in isolation in a convent. 
This year I visited eight of the Sisters Houses, going as far as Liuli at Lake Nyassa.  That meant traveling over 1,500 miles, mostly by bus, 
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which was fine as on some of the visits a group of eight Swiss friends accompanied me. They wanted to see the work of the Sisters before going on to Northern Mozambique to support churches there that had suffered badly after the two cyclones earlier this year.   Coming to one of 
the Sisters' Houses I was given a little baby girl to hold while they fed another one. The twins were born in June. The mother died within days and nobody  wanted  these  lovely  little  ones,  so  the  Sisters  took  them  in  and  are  looking after them now.  
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One day I went with the Sisters from the House in Dar Es Salaam to their farm, two to three hours away.   All the Sisters farms are now far from their Houses due to the tremendous growth of the population and the consequential spread of the built up residential areas. We drove through puddles like ponds, with water coming over the bonnet several times.  On this trip a priest came with us.  The Sisters asked the people to come together under a  canvas cover held up with sticks while the rain was pouring down. Four  children  and  one  adult  were  baptised,  and  we  celebrated  this  with  a Service of Thanksgiving afterwards. 
It is always so reassuring and moving to experience how the Christian Faith is spread  through  the  work  of  the  Sisters  as  well  as  by  many  other  dedicated  people.  May the Christian Church continue to grow at a fast rate.  We pray that God will bless the CMM Sisters as they carry on their important work for many years to come.  
Dirk Juttner  (November 2019) 
CANDLEMAS

The 2nd of February is dedicated to the Purification of the Virgin Mary (which in Jewish law had to take place forty days after a birth) and to her presentation of the infant Jesus in the temple at Bethlehem, as described
9
in Luke 2:22-39. Celebration of the day was slow to spread across the Christian world, but in the early 8th century the Northumbrian cleric the Venerable Bede recorded that the day was being celebrated in Britain, and he calls it the ‘Feast of St Mary’. The vernacular English name ‘Candlemas’ is not recorded until the year 1014. The day has always had something of a dual aspect, depending on whether the emphasis was placed on the purification of Mary, or the presentation of Christ, and those Christians who were uncomfortable with the ‘Jewish’ notion of purification after a birth (‘churching’ in everyday English) naturally tended toward the latter interpretation.
The key element, which gives the day its popular name in English, was the preponderance of candles. These were blessed in the church and carried in procession around the parish; they could also be seen blazing all around the building itself. This custom is based quite simply upon the idea of Christ lighting the way, shedding light on our darkness, and it is linked in particular to the words of Simeon, who held the baby Jesus and called him ‘A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.’ (Luke 2:32) 

The day was extremely popular in England in the Middle Ages, and ceremonies included dramatic presentations of the scene in the temple; however, Protestant reformers attempted to discredit the blessing of candles and the processions, and by the 1540smany churches had given up the festival. Nevertheless, candles could hardly be eradicated from churches completely, and a special connection between them and the day remained fixed in the popular mind, despite the efforts of the reformers, the official line in former times that blessed candles banish Satan was widely interpreted by parishioners to mean that candles used in church had protective and magical powers against various illnesses, and thunder and lightning, or could be placed in the hands of the dying to protect their souls.

From at least the mid 17th to the late 19th century, Candlemas was also considered the end of the Christmas period. Robert Herrick’s poem ‘Upon Candlemasse Day’, published in the collection Hesperides in 1648, declares not only that greenery should be taken down but also that all feasting and fun should cease:




End now the white-loaf, and the pie




And let all sports with Christmas die.

Steve Roud
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ST AGNES DAY

Agnes was a Christian martyr who died in Rome c.350. Very few facts are known about her life, but later legends describe her as a particularly good-looking thirteen year old who refused all talk of marriage because she wished to remain a virgin and dedicate her life to Christ. She confounded all attempts to persuade and intimidate her, and despite being placed in a brothel and thrown into roaring flames, she is said to have survived with her virginity intact. She was finally killed by a dagger through the throat. Stories of cures and miracles at her tomb, and visions in which she figured prominently, spread her fame across the Christian world, and she became one of the most popular ‘virgin martyrs’ of the Middle Ages. In religious pictures she is often accompanied by a lamb, no doubt because her name resembles the Latin agnus, meaning ‘lamb’, and the animal is a widely accepted symbol for meekness and innocence. The Roman Catholic Church formerly included a ceremony on her day in which newly shorn wool was presented and blessed. In England, at least from the 17th to 19th centuries, Agnes was one of several female saints invoked by young women who wanted to predict or influence their future love life, and St Agnes’ Eve was the traditional time for carrying out divinatory practices. It may seem strange that a person who was famous for preferring death to marriage was called upon in this way, and we may think it would be more effective to appeal to someone who had shown some success in this area by having numerous husbands, but superstition doesn’t follow such logic. This connection between love divination and St Agnes’ Eve was proverbial for 17th century writers, who often mention it, and it was still well known in Victorian times and into the 20th century. Its popularity was given a boost by the publication of Keats’ famous dramatic medieval poem The Eve of St Agnes in 1820, which has more than a touch of Romeo and Juliet about it. The dashing hero finds out that the object of his affection, whose family is at war with his, plans to carry out a divination ceremony:

They told her how, upon St Agnes’ Eve,

Young virgins might have visions of delight,

And soft adorings from their loves receive

Upon the honey’d middle of the night,

If ceremonies due they did aright.
So he sneaks into her bedroom to make sure she dreams of him. She wakes and they elope!
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NEVER A CROSSWORD!
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	ACROSS

1. Wander to the Eternal City, we hear. (4)
3. Jacob’s son? So mine is confused. (6)
  8. A bit of a Mormon, later in time. (6)
  9. Obtained quietly and then engraved. (6)
11. Patriarch meets a supporter of gammon! (7)
12. O damn! A confused rambler!. (5)

14. Medusa doesn’t feel happy. (3)
15. Confused? Bold with nothing but the red stuff. (5)

16. Reportedly a Saint of colour. (3)
17. Note: wicked demon. (5)
19. A lamb so cooked by David’s son. (7)
21. Church official right on the edge! (6)
22. Has Di gone away to find a biblical character? (6)
23. Former spouse felled tree in cathedral city. (6)
24. Foreign car for a bishop? (4)

	DOWN

    1. About worn out? Time to be on a pension. (7) 

 2. Greek character could be a help. (6)
 4. Chanted in time one day. (7)
  5. Seth ambles into Israelite campsite! (5)    
  6. Sleepy biblical land? (3)
  7. Cardinal Declan’s been purged. (8)
10. I’m a good person. No you’re not! (7)
13. Imagining Joseph’s favourite pastime. (8)
15. Sick Levi swallowed by an insect? Be convinced! (7)
16. I’m in a hole with a saint; makes me most religious. (7)
18. Opposed, but not today, to part of the chapter. (5)
20. To be Jewish in Egypt has radiance. (5)
21. Levi expected to have a challenge! (3)
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THOUGHT FOR FOOD
	Summer in Winter chicken
Pining for summer? This simple dish will hit the spot!
Ingredients

· 1 tbsp olive oil
· 4 boneless skinless chicken breasts

· 200g pack cherry tomatoes

· 3 tbsp pesto
· 3 tbsp crème fraîche (half fat is fine)

· fresh basil, if you have it
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   Ready in 25 minutes
   Serves 4 


	Heat the oil in a frying pan, preferably non-stick. Add the chicken and fry without moving it until it takes on a bit of colour. Turn the chicken and cook on the other side. Continue cooking for 12-15 mins until the chicken is cooked through. Season all over with a little salt and pepper.

Halve the tomatoes and throw them into the pan, stirring them around for a couple of minutes until they start to soften. Reduce the heat and stir in the pesto and crème fraîche until it makes a sauce. Scatter with a few basil leaves if you have them, then serve with rice and salad or mash and broccoli.

For a vegetarian alternative, fry the tomatoes in the oil, add the pesto and creme fraiche and serve over griddled halloumi slices or spoon over some spinach and ricotta-stuffed ravioli.
                                                  13


DEFINITIONS
Here are a few definitions you won't find in the dictionary: 

ADULT: A person who has stopped growing at both ends and is now growing in the middle. 

BEAUTY PARLOUR: A place where women curl up and dye. 

CANNIBAL: Someone who is fed up with people. 

CHICKENS: The only creatures you eat before they are born and after they are dead. 

COMMITTEE: A body that keeps minutes and wastes hours. 

EGOTIST: Someone who is usually me-deep in conversation. 

GOSSIP: A person who will never tell a lie if the truth will do more damage. 

HANDKERCHIEF: Cold storage. 

INFLATION: Cutting money in half without damaging the paper. 

MOSQUITO: An insect that makes you like flies better. 

SECRET: Something you tell to one person at a time. 

TOOTHACHE: The pain that drives you to extraction. 

TOMORROW: One of the greatest labour saving devices of today.

MARRIAGE:  A three ring circus: engagement ring, wedding ring and suffering.
POLITICIAN: One who shakes your hand before elections and your confidence after. 
INTAXICATION: Euphoria at getting a tax refund, which lasts until you realize it was your money to start with.
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	Winter 2020 Lunchtime Recitals

                                       Fridays at 1:15pm

                     Collegiate Church of St Mary, Warwick

               10 January          Fumi Otsuki violin + Sarah Kershaw piano (London)
               24 January          Lucy Morrell organ (St Mary’s, Warwick) 
                 7 February        Young Musicians (King Henry Vlll School, Coventry)
               21 February        Mark Swinton organ (St Mary’s, Warwick)
                 6 March            Oliver Hancock organ (St Mary’s , Warwick)

               20 March            Young Musicians (Warwick School)

                 3 April               Mark Swinton organ (St Mary’s, Warwick)

                Admission free, retiring collection




***********************************************************************************

	AND FINALLY …………..
CROSSWORD SOLUTION

  ACROSS   1 Roam 3 Simeon  8 Latter  9 Etched 11 Abraham 12 Nomad 
 14 Sad 15 Blood 16 Hue 17 Devil 19 Absalom 21 Verger  22 Gideon

  23 Exeter  24 Seat
   DOWN   1 Retired 2 Aleph 4 Intoned 5 Etham 6 Nod 7 Cleansed 10 Immoral
   13 Dreaming  15 Believe  16 Holiest 18 Verse  20 Shine 21 Vie



Who’s Where in The Warwick Team

Contacts in our partner churches in the Warwick Team include:

   All Saints

   Revd Diane Thompson (Team Vicar)
                                                      492073

   St Nicholas

   Revd Linda Duckers (Team Vicar)


                                496209
   St Paul’s

   Revd Jonathan Hearne (Team Vicar)


                                419814
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ST MARY’S CONTACT NUMBERS

Revd Dr Vaughan Roberts (Team Rector)



492909

Parish Office








403940

Doreen Mills (Reader)






494692

Oliver Hancock (Director of Music)




403940

Gail Guest (Church Warden)





885421
John Luxton (Church Warden)


     
          07740  046718
David Benson (Deputy Church Warden)




882207

Godfrey Hill (Deputy Church Warden)



02476 464432
Bell Ringers








492783

1st Warwick St Mary’s Rainbows/Brownies/Guides


403185

Choir









403940
Friends of St Mary’s Choir  



           07549 534339


Collegium








498851

St Mary’s Scholars







403940
Flowers








857351
Church Guides







403940
Gift Shop








403940

Sunday School







312861

Friends of St Mary’s Church





419991
St Mary’s Guild of Servers





07713 997769
Sidesmen








882207

Churches Together in Warwick





428420

Guild of Ex Choristers   gec@stmaryswarwick.org.uk


740181
Tony King    (Magazine Editor)





497349

Church Council Members
The Rector, the Reader and Church Wardens

John Adams
(Treasurer)                                                          07711 058935           

Vicky Bartholomew (Secretary)





403449


David Clark







           465081

Grahame Edmonds

Alan Faulkner

Desmond Jack 






           495795

Gill James (Synod member)




           842024

Tony King








497349
Jayne McHale                                                                                     497106
Joy Nugent (Synod member)





852565
Carol Warren








493940
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