WARWICK TEAM MINISTRY

Weekly
Newsletter
WELCOME TO OUR SERVICES. If you are a newcomer to St Mary’s Church, or a
visitor to the area, please introduce yourself to one of the sidespeople or the
clergy. We hope that you enjoy worshipping with us.
Communicant members of any Christian church are
welcome to make their communion with us. If you do not
wish to receive communion, but would like to receive
God’s blessing, simply hold this service booklet when you
come to the altar rail.
St Mary’s seeks to be an inclusive church and welcoming to people of
all ages and backgrounds. We have a carpeted area and pew bags
available for the youngest members of our congregation, if they wish
to use it. And they may like to take an adult with them!
If you’re a UK tax payer the money you place in
the collection can be increased by around 25% if you fill
out a blue envelope in the nave chairs or by the main
entrance and allow us to retrieve the tax you’ve already
paid & put it towards the work of St Mary’s.
Further information about St Mary’s, our life and ministry can be found on
the website www.stmaryswarwick.org.uk, on Twitter and Facebook.
Please note that for legal and copyright reasons the taking of videos,
photographs and recordings is not permitted during services.

December 2nd

Advent Sunday
8.00am

Holy Communion (BCP Said)

Celebrant & Preacher:

Vaughan Roberts

The service begins in the Book of Common Prayer page 236
The collect and readings begin on page 47
Followed each third Sunday by breakfast at a local café

9.30am

Christingle Family Service

Leader:

Mary Adams
Coffee, drinks & biscuits are served afterwards – All welcome!

11.00am

Choral Matins (BCP)
Boys’, Girls’ and Men’s Voices

Hymn:
Preces:
Venite:
Psalm:
Reader:
Benedicite:
Reader:
Benedictus:
Responses:
Anthem:

1(i)
Leighton
Havergal
9
Isaiah 51: 4-11 – Gail Guest
A Shorter Benedicite Moore
Romans 13: 8-end – Peter Briggs
Stanford in C
Leighton
O thou the central orb

O Thou, the central orb of righteous love,
Pure beam of the most High,
Eternal light of this our wintry world,
Thy radiance bright awakes new joy in faith,
Hope soars above.

Thy saints with holy lustre round Thee move,
As stars about thy throne, set in the height
Of God's ordaining counsel, as Thy sight
Gives measured grace to each, Thy power to
prove.

Come, quickly come, and let thy glory shine,
Gilding our darksome heaven with rays
divine.

Let Thy bright beams disperse the gloom of
sin,
Our nature all shall feel eternal day
In fellowship with thee,
Transforming day to souls erewhile unclean,
Now pure within. Amen.
Words: H R Bramley; Music: Wood

Hymn:
Preacher:
Hymn:

15
Vaughan Roberts
14

Organ Voluntary:

Fantasy on ‘Veni Emmanuel’ Leighton

6.30pm

Candlelit Advent Carol Service
Boys’, Girls’ and Men’s Voices
See Special Order of Service

Director of Music: Oliver Hancock
Assistant Director of Music: Mark Swinton

NOTICES
THIS SUNDAY …
… is a first Sunday of the month, so we have our usual changes to our
services for Advent Sunday with a 9.30am Family Service, 11am Choral
Matins and 6.30pm Candlelit Advent Carol Service. Today’s Family
Service will be our annual Christingle and our Advent Carols will be on
the theme Advent Light: Love of God. Also in our Christingle we shall
be taking up a collection of treats to send to our local foodbacnk. If
you haven’t brought any today, our foodbank basket will be in church
throughout the week.
THIS EVENING’S ADVENT CAROL SERVICE …
… includes Max Reger’s Fantasia on the chorale “Wachet auf” (better known in
this country as “Sleepers, wake”). It is a monumental piece – so monumental, in
fact, that it is being split into two halves, one played before the service and the
other at the end! There’s another opportunity to hear the work, complete and
unabridged, this coming Fri (7th) at 1.15pm, when Mark Swinton will be playing it
along with other Advent music by J. S. Bach and Jeanne Demessieux. Admission
is free with a retiring collection.
LOOKING FORWARD
Thank you to everyone who contributed to a wonderful Victorian
Evening and the start of St Mary’s Christmas Tree Festival. It was
a great occasion and the church looks resplendent with trees and
poppies.
ST MARY’S POP UP CAFÉ
Please get baking! We require donations of cakes/mince pies for our Café – and
although bought cake is absolutely fine, the homemade variety is especially
popular! Cakes can be left in Church or we can collect if that would be helpful.
The dates we need donations for are: Fri 7th/Sat 8th Dec. Thanks so much, in
anticipation.
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL LEAFLETS …
… have arrived and we need help distributing them. Even if it’s just your street,
it all helps, but if you can do more that’s even better. Leaflets are available to
pick up by the notice board. Your support is vital to the success of the Festival.
Thank you.

BIBLE READINGS

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
“As the season of advent begins, we pray for the children and families attending
our Christingle family service today. Fill our young people’s hearts full of awe
and wonder at a time when they are often distracted by the commercial side of
the Christmas season. May the singing of our choir, and the anticipation of the
Advent carols, focus us all on the true meaning of Christmas. Amen.”
COME AND JOIN US IN THE SERVING TEAM
We are an active and enthusiastic team of altar servers who help (mainly) with
Sunday services. As a new team member you would be given full training with
the opportunity of becoming licensed to administer communion, reading the
Gospel or becoming lead server. You could volunteer, usually between once and
twice a month, or for whatever number of services would suit your wishes, and
swaps are always available. We are looking for new members of any age from 14
years upwards.
If you are interested, please speak to: Vicky Bartholomew
(vickybartholomew@btinternet.com), Grahame Edmonds
(gaedmonds@btinternet.com), or a member of the Clergy Team
LUNCHTIME RECITALS 2018-2019
1st and 3rd Fridays of the month, 1.15-2.00pm
7th December
21st December

Mark Swinton organ (St Mary’s Warwick)
Oliver Hancock organ (St Mary’s Warwick)

4th January
18th January

No recital
Luke Barker trumpet (Warwick School)

1st February
15th February

Samuel Bristow organ (Birmingham Cathedral)
Mark Swinton organ (St Mary’s Warwick)

1st March
15th March

Oliver Hancock organ (St Mary’s Warwick)
Anna Turner oboe (King’s High School)

5th April
19th April

Mark Swinton organ (St Mary’s Warwick)
Good Friday; no recital

For information about organ recitals throughout the UK, please visit
www.organrecitals.com

POSADA
After a year’s break to visit local organisations, this Advent the congregations of
St Mary’s will once again be offering hospitality to knitted figures of Mary,
Joseph and their donkey. Taking part in the Posada involves receiving the figures
from their previous hosts, sharing in fellowship and maybe getting to know new
people in the process.
The holy knitted couple (and their donkey) are
undemanding, asking only that you stop and reflect on
the true meaning of Advent and Christmas, before
helping them with their journey to their next hosts the
following evening. At the start of their journey they will
be going on a very exciting trip to Mexico, the birthplace
of the Posada, returning full of illuminating (if silent)
tales of their experience. Their travel around Warwick
will start on Tuesday 4th December and finish at the crib service on Christmas
Eve. The sign up sheet is at the back of the church.
THIS CHRISTMAS …
… we are all invited at St Mary’s to ‘Follow the Star’, the Church of England’s
2018 Advent and Christmas campaign inviting us to
share in the joy of Jesus’ birth. Look out for our
star display, which we will share with many other
churches in a ‘Night of the Stars’ on 21st
December. You may also wish to #FollowTheStar,
A Journey Through the 12 Days of Christmas,
through a published booklet of reflections. For a
copy of the booklet, please ask either Doreen Mills
(doreen@mills37.plus.com) or Grahame Edmonds (gaedmonds@btinternet.com),
or one of the Clergy.
Archbishops Justin Welby and John Sentamu write:
“For many of us, Christmas brings up so many emotions, memories and
expectations. We have one nativity story, but it can seem like we all have very
different Christmases.
For you it might be a time of joy and
togetherness. Or perhaps it’s all about planning
and to-do lists. Many others can find it a sad and
lonely time – nagged by the feeling that your
Christmas is not like those ‘perfect’ ones we see
in the media. But just like the unexpected
assortment of people who were invited to meet
the baby Jesus, #FollowTheStar doesn’t ask you to
be perfect. It says: come just as you are to take
the life-changing Christmas journey”.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS WRITING WORKSHOP
Saturday 8th December 11am -12.30pm
This one-and-a-half-hour workshop is run by Jenny Heap, local poet and story
writer, and her daughter Kitty. This is a creative workshop specifically for
children, during which the children can write poems or stories based on the
Christmas story and festivities, and hear Jenny read her own poems and stories.
The event is ticketed – £3.50 per child, accompanying adult free – with tickets
available on the door or in advance from the Parish Office (call 01926 403940,
option 1). Do come along and bring your children or grandchildren (age range 5–
11 years) and inspire them to become story makers. Jenny will be in church
after the service today to talk about the workshop.
SATURDAY (8TH DEC) ST MARY’S SCHOLARS …
… will be performing a programme of Christmas music including the motet “O
magnum mysterium,” and the mass based upon it, by Tomas Luis de Victoria, as
well as carols for choir and audience and refreshments. Tickets are £12.50,
available from St Mary’s Shop or on the door. Join us for some festive cheer
and reflection!

SUPPORTING THE MUSIC OF ST MARY’S: We are very proud of the musical
tradition at St Mary’s. If you would like to support the music-making here we
would love to hear from you. It might be sponsoring a service of Choral Evensong
in memory of a loved one, or offering a contribution towards the cost of a set of
music for the Choir, or sponsoring a concert/recital, or something else! Please
contact the Director of Music if you can help: dofm@stmaryswarwick.org.uk
PRAYERS FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL: Flo Carpenter, Christopher Browne, Clifford
Browne, Mandeep Madar, Gwen & Paul Shilton, Ellie Booth.
PRAYERS FOR THE DEPARTED: Mick lord
THIS WEEK: Beginning 2nd December
Wednesday 5th
10.00am
Holy Communion
5.30pm
Choral Evensong
th
Friday 7
5.30pm
Choral Evensong

FORTHCOMING SUNDAY SERVICES
8.00am
Holy Communion

Sunday 9th December –Advent 2
10.30am
6.30pm
Choral Eucharist
Choral Evensong

8.00am
Holy Communion

Sunday 16th December –Advent 3
10.30am
6.30pm
Choral Eucharist
Candlelit Christmas Carol
Service

8.00am
Holy Communion

Sunday 23rd December – Advent 4
10.30am
6.30pm
Choral Eucharist
Candlelit Christmas Carol
Service

8.00am
NO Holy Communion

Sunday 30th December – Christmas 1
10.30am
6.30pm
Parish Eucharist
NO Evensong
Parish Office: (01926) 403940
Felicity Bostock – parishadministrator@stmaryswarwick.org.uk
Glynis Nixon - admin@stmaryswarwick.org.uk

